
 
A S I A N  W I N E  A N D  S P I R I T S 

T H E  S I L K  R O U T E – 3rd F O R U M  A N D  TA S T I N G 
 

Discover the Ningxia wine region in 2019 
 
Asia is not only a vast region, it is also extremely diverse in terms of climate, topography, culture and 
customs. Over the centuries, this diversity has given rise to a multi-faceted drinks industry, 
accounting for a large share of global production and consumption. Within Asia, however, awareness 
of this plethora of wines and spirits and the customs that accompany them has often stopped at 
national boundaries.  
 
Developing a platform for sharing knowledge and experience was therefore the logical next step in 
Asia’s rise to global prominence. Vinopres and the Beijing International Wine & Spirit Exchange joined 
forces with the Fangshan district, a showcase for the country’s still nascent wine industry, to host the 
2016 Asian Wine & Spirits Silk Route Conference and Competition, the first event of its kind in the 
region. The 2016 edition was followed by a second one, organized in the Ningxia autonomous region, 
in September 2018. 
 
After a first successful edition in the burgeoning Fangshan region of Beijing in 2016. Vinopres and 
the Beijing International Wine & Spirit Exchange teamed up last year with representatives from 
one of China’s most prominent, and talked-about wine regions – Ningxia – to host the 2018 Belt & 
Road Wine and Spirit Competition along with a series of conferences, tastings and winery visits.  
 
The second conference was a great success and received warm applause from the industry. A 
delegation of journalists, producers, educators, marketers, sommeliers and other industry members 
from around the world got a unique opportunity to view this pioneering wine region “from the 
inside”, whilst Ningxia’s wine industry was given a chance to showcase its up-and-coming wine 
proposition. 
 
In September 2019, Ningxia will host the event for the second time, as this region is the largest 
concentrated production area of wine grapes in China. 
 
The aim is not only to promote dialogue amongst members of the Asian drinks industry but also to 
offer insight into the region for the global wine community, and to broaden the scope of Asia to 
include lesser-known producer countries. 
 
The event’s ambition is to turn the spotlight on producer and consumer nations within the region, 
mirroring the dynamics spreading from China to the rest of Asia, just as the Silk Road promoted trade 
and communication between them in centuries past. 



 
 
 
The organizers 
 
Vinopres, a Belgian communication agency specializing in wines, spirits and beers, is the publisher 
of Vino! and organizes the acclaimed Concours Mondial de Bruxelles wine and spirits competition. 
For over thirteen years, Vinopres has lent its expertise to organizing various media activities for wines 
and spirits in Asia.  
 
The Beijing International Wine & Spirit Exchange, a long-standing partner of Vinopres in China, is  
a wine trading platform approved by the Beijing Municipal Government. It is active in wine 
promotion and cultural communication as well as financial innovation for both domestic and 
overseas premium wines. 
 
The program 
 
Dates:  September 25-27, 2019 
 
Arrival of attendees:  September 24, 2019 
Departure of attendees:  September 28, 2019 
 

1. A free-pour tasting throughout the event allowing guests to discover a large number of Asian 
wines 

2. A competition focusing on Asian wines, judged by Chinese and international industry 
members 

3. A series of conferences on various themes moderated by international and Chinese speakers 
4. A programme of visits to estates in the Ningxia region 

 
 
Practical details 
 
Location: Yinchuan City – Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region 
 
If you would like more information about this event, please contact: 
 

➢ Quentin Havaux, quentin.havaux@vinopres.com 
➢ Thierry Heins, thierry.heins@vinopres.com 
➢ aws-silkroute@vinopres.com 

 
More details on our website: www.aws-silkroute.com 
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